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ABSTRACT

We contrast starting populations of Syrians in different coun-
tries (prior to 2011) to new arrivals during the period of armed con-
flict. Original data from more than a dozen destination countries
show that selectivity in migration differed during the armed conflict
in Syria compared to prior that period, with respect to age distribu-
tions, sex ratios, educational attainment and family living arrange-
ments. Changes over time within different destination countries il-
lustrate an emerging pattern confirming that the migration stream
shifted dramatically after the start of the conflict to create a much
more vulnerable population in the receiving countries.

According to UNHCR data there are now almost six million
Syrian refugees and asylum seekers, in addition to more than six
million Syrians internally displaced within the country. Despite
near-zero numbers for Syrian conflict-related migration prior to
2011 there were in fact already Syrian populations in virtually all
countries that experienced the conflict-related Syrian diaspora after
2011. Some countries experienced much larger increases in Syrian
population than others.
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