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Abstract 

Internal migration is one of the most important elements in population distribution and socio-

economic change at national and regional levels. The purpose of the present paper is to study 

internal migration flows focusing on the results of the 2016 Census. The research method is the 

secondary analysis study of data from the "General Population and Housing Census" which has been 

used by various censuses, especially the 2016 Census. The findings of the study show that inter-city 

migration has increased in the 2016 census, while intra-urban migration has decreased and is at a 

much lower level than previous censuses. Also, the study of migration flows shows that there has 

been a significant increase in inter-provincial migrations during the period 1990-1995, reflecting a 

change in the migration pattern for a significant percentage of immigrants and provinces. According 

to the results obtained from the study of what can be pointed out is the role of industrial provinces 

in the process of inter-provincial migration. The continued role of industrial provinces in attracting 

immigrants from other provinces and provinces in the 2016 Census indicates that industry and 

industrial areas will play an important role in future population distribution. According to the results 

obtained from the study of what can be pointed out is the role of industrial provinces in the process 

of inter-provincial migration. The role of industrial provinces in attracting immigrants from other 

regions and provinces does not just end in the Census of 2016, but also the results of past 

embarrassments confirm this. However, in studies of migration in Iran, the role of industry and 

industrial areas has been less emphasized. Given the impact of industry and regions on migrants' 

attraction, the establishment of industries in rural areas in accordance with agriculture and livestock 

as well as in the border regions of the country will be able to change future migration patterns and 

predict Iran according to the forecast goals. The sixth development plan is aimed at attracting 

population across borders. 


